
When students Explore the Essential 
Question, they are making explicit the 
connection between the knowledge 
they have gained from the text and the 
Essential Question at the hear of the 
unit and the Performance-Based 
Assessment. They also consider how 
the perspective presented in the text 
informs their own thinking about the 
unit theme. Recording these thoughts 
and insights in the Evidence Log 
provides students a valuable resource 
for reflecting on how their thinking has 
changed over the course of the unit, as 
well as for developing their writing for 
the Performance-Based Assessment.

Purpose

Analysis deepens students’ 
understanding of the text, moving from 
literal comprehension to inferential 
and evaluative comprehension, 
through carefully sequenced prompts. 
Students also practice citing textual 
evidence to support their analysis and 
interpretation. 

Purpose

First Thoughts is the opportunity for 
students to just say what they think, 
affirming their perspective on the text, 
and to consider what in the text is 
worth additional study. This can be an 
opportunity to review their annotations 
and any questions they generated 
during their first read of the text. The 
Summary confirms student’s 
comprehension of the text, inviting 
them to capture main ideas, key 
details, claims, and characters, or plot 
points according to text type.

Purpose

Build Insight

Routine | First Thoughts & Summary Routine | Analysis Routine | Explore the EQ

After reading the text, students Build Insight by capturing their First Thoughts, then confirm their comprehension by composing a Summary of the text. Next, they 
deepen their initial comprehension through Analysis, making inferences, interpreting and evaluating the text, and drawing conclusions while citing textual evidence. 
Students Explore the Essential Question, building knowledge of the unit theme by connecting the text to the big ideas of the unit.
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